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§ Sec. 312.2 Knowledge of history and government of the United States.
(a) General . No person shall be naturalized as a citizen of the United States upon his or
her own application unless that person can demonstrate a knowledge and understanding
of the fundamentals of the history, and of the principles and form of government, of the
United States. A person who is exempt from the literacy requirement under § 312.1(b)(1)
and (2) must still satisfy this requirement. (Amended 3/19/97; 62 FR 12915 )

(b) Exceptions . (1) The requirements of paragraph (a) of this section shall not apply to
any person who is unable to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the
fundamentals of the history, and of the principles and form of government of the United
States because of a medically determinable physical or mental impairment, that already
has or is expected to last at least 12 months. The loss of any cognitive skills based on
the direct effects of the illegal use of drugs will not be considered in determining whether
an individual may be exempted. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term medically
determinable means an impairment that results from anatomical, physiological, or
psychological abnormalities which can be shown by medically acceptable clinical or
laboratory diagnostic techniques to have resulted in functioning so impaired as to render
an individual to be unable to demonstrate the knowledge required by this section or that
renders the individual unable to participate in the testing procedures for naturalization,
even with reasonable modifications. (Corrected 4/2/97; 62 FR 15751 ) (Amended
effective 3/22/99; 64 FR 7990 )
(2) Medical certification . All persons applying for naturalization and seeking an
exception from the requirements of § 312.1(a) and paragraph (a) of this section based
on the disability exceptions must submit Form N-648, Medical Certification for Disability
Exceptions, to be completed by a medical or osteopathic doctor licensed to practice
medicine in the United States or a clinical psychologist licensed to practice psychology in
the United States (including the United States territories of Guam, Puerto Rico, and the
Virgin Islands). Form N-648 must be submitted as an attachment to the applicant's Form
N-400, Application for Natu ralization. These medical professionals shall be experienced
in diagnosing those with physical or mental medically determinable impairments and
shall be able to attest to the origin, nature, and extent of the medical condition as it
relates to the disability exceptions noted under § 312.1(b)(3) and paragraph (b)(1) of this
section. In addition, the medical professionals making the disability determination must
sign a statement on the Form N-648 that they have answered all the questions in a
complete and truthful manner, that they (and the applicant) agree to the release of all
medical records relating to the applicant that may be requested by the Service, and that
they attest that any knowingly false or misleading statements may subject the medical
professional to the penalties for perjury pursu ant to Title 18, United States Code,
Section 1546 and to civil penalties under section 274C of the Act. The Service also
reserves the right to refer the applicant to another authorized medical source for a
supplemental disability determination. This option shall be invoked when the Service has
credible doubts about the veracity of a medical certification that has been presented by
the applicant. An affidavit or attestation by the applicant, his or her relatives, or guardian
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on his or her medical condition is not a sufficient medical attestation for purposes of
satisfying this requirement. (Co rrected 4/2/97; 62 FR 15751 ) (Amended effective
3/22/99; 64 FR 7990 )

(c) History and government examination . (Redesignated as paragraph (c) 3/19/97,
previously (b), 62 FR 12915 )

(1) Procedure . The examination of an applicant's knowledge of the history and form of
government of the United States shall be given orally by a designated examiner in the
English language unless:

(i) The applicant is exempt from the English literacy requirement under § 312.1(b) of this
part, in which case the examination may be conducted in the applicant's native language
with the assistance of an interpreter selected in accordance with § 312.4 of this part, but
only if the applicant's command of spoken English is insufficient to conduct a valid
examination in English;

(ii) The applicant is required to satisfy and has satisfied the English literacy requirement
under § 312.1(a) , but the officer conducting the examination determines that an
inaccurate or incomplete record of the examination would result if the examination on
technical or complex issues were conducted in English. In such a case the examination
may be conducted in the applicant's native language, with the assistance of an
interpreter selected in accordance with § 312.4 ;

(iii) The applicant has met the requirements of § 312.3 .

(2) Scope and substance . The scope of the examination shall be limited to subject
matters covered in the Service authorized Federal Textbooks on Citizenship except for
the identity of current officeholders. In choosing the subject matters, in phrasing
questions and in evaluating responses, due consideration shall be given to the
applicant's education, background, age, length of residence in the United States,
opportunities available and efforts made to acquire the requisite knowledge, and any
other elements or factors relevant to an appraisal of the adequacy of the applicant's
knowledge and understanding.
(B) is over fifty-five years of age and has been living in the United States for periods
totaling at least fifteen years subsequent to a lawful admission for permanent residence.
(3) The Attorney General, pursuant to regulations, shall provide for special
consideration, as determined by the Attorney General, concerning the requirement of
subsection (a)(2) with respect to any person who, on the date of the filing of the person's
application for naturalization as provided in section 334 , is over sixty-five years of age
and has been living in the United States for periods totaling at least twenty years
subsequent to a lawful admission for permanent residence.
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§ Sec. 312.1 Literacy requirements.
(a) General. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this section, no person
shall be naturalized as a citizen of the United States upon his or her own application
unless that person can demonstrate an understanding of the English language, including
an ability to read, write, and speak words in ordinary usage in the English language.

(b) Exceptions. The following persons need not demonstrate an ability to read, write and
speak words in ordinary usage in the English language:

(1) A person who, on the date of filing of his or her application for naturalization, is over
50 years of age and has been living in the United States for periods totalling at least 20
years subsequent to a lawful admission for permanent residence;

(2) A person who, on the date of filing his or her application for naturalization, is over 55
years of age and has been living in the United States for periods totalling at least 15
years subsequent to a lawful admission for permanent residence; or

(3) The requirements of paragraph (a) of this section shall not apply to any person who
is unable, because of a medically determinable physical or mental impairment or
combination of impairments which has lasted or is expected to last at least 12 months, to
demonstrate an understanding of the English language as noted in paragraph (a) of this
section. The loss of any cognitive abilities based on the direct effects of the illegal use of
drugs will not be considered in determining whether a person is unable to d emonstrate
an understanding of the English language. For purposes of this paragraph, the term
medically determinable means an impairment that results from anatomical, physiological,
or psychological abnormalities which can be shown by medically acceptable clinical or
laboratory diagnostic techniques to have resulted in functioning so impaired as to render
an individual unable to demonstrate an understanding of the English language as
required by this section, or that renders the individual unable to fulfill the requirements
for English proficiency, even with reasonable modifications to the methods of
determining English proficiency as outlined in paragraph (c) of this section. (Revised
3/19/97; 62 FR 12915 ) (Corrected 4/2/97; 62 FR 15751 ) (Amended effective 3/22/99;
64 FR 7990 )

(c) Literacy examination.

(1) Verbal Skills. The ability of an applicant to speak English shall be determined by a
designated examiner from the applicant's answers to questions normally asked in the
course of the examination.
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(2) Reading and writing skills. Except as noted in Sec. 312.3, an applicant's ability to
read and write English shall be tested using excerpts from one or more parts of the
Service authorized Federal Textbooks on Citizenship written at the elementary literacy
level, Service publications M-289 and M-291. These textbooks may be purchased from
the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402,
and are available at certain public educational institutions. An applicant's writing sa mple
shall be retained in the applicant's Service file.
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professional to the penalties for perjury pursu ant to Title 18, United States Code,
Section 1546 and to civil penalties under section 274C of the Act. The Service also
reserves the right to refer the applicant to another authorized medical source for a
supplemental disability determination. This option shall be invoked when the Service has
credible doubts about the veracity of a medical certification that has been presented by
the applicant. An affidavit or attestation by the applicant, his or her relatives, or guardian
on his or her medical condition is not a sufficient medical attestation for purposes of
satisfying this requirement. (Co rrected 4/2/97; 62 FR 15751 ) (Amended effective
3/22/99; 64 FR 7990 )

(c) History and government examination . (Redesignated as paragraph (c) 3/19/97,
previously (b), 62 FR 12915 )

(1) Procedure . The examination of an applicant's knowledge of the history and form of
government of the United States shall be given orally by a designated examiner in the
English language unless:

(i) The applicant is exempt from the English literacy requirement under § 312.1(b) of this
part, in which case the examination may be conducted in the applicant's native language
with the assistance of an interpreter selected in accordance with § 312.4 of this part, but
only if the applicant's command of spoken English is insufficient to conduct a valid
examination in English;

(ii) The applicant is required to satisfy and has satisfied the English literacy requirement
under § 312.1(a) , but the officer conducting the examination determines that an
inaccurate or incomplete record of the examination would result if the examination on
technical or complex issues were conducted in English. In such a case the examination
may be conducted in the applicant's native language, with the assistance of an
interpreter selected in accordance with § 312.4 ;

(iii) The applicant has met the requirements of § 312.3 .

(2) Scope and substance . The scope of the examination shall be limited to subject
matters covered in the Service authorized Federal Textbooks on Citizenship except for
the identity of current officeholders. In choosing the subject matters, in phrasing
questions and in evaluating responses, due consideration shall be given to the
applicant's education, background, age, length of residence in the United States,
opportunities available and efforts made to acquire the requisite knowledge, and any
other elements or factors relevant to an appraisal of the adequacy of the applicant's
knowledge and understanding.
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