I seek your support to serve as AILA Secretary on behalf of you, the AILA membership, U.S.
immigrants, and the interests of my adopted country. My passion to serve derives from my
personal experience growing up eight blocks from the California/Mexican border.
Since I was a child, I experienced firsthand the impact of our immigration laws. I have committed myself to vigorous deportation defense (representing many indigent clients), federal litigation,
family reunification and advocating for just and reasonable immigration laws as a media spokesperson. My successful defense of many immigrants before the EOIR, BIA and the Federal Courts
has resulted in seven published decisions. As an adjunct Professor of Law at Loyola Law School,
I strive to produce ethical immigration attorneys.
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WHAT I OFFER AS AN OFFICER OF AILA

I bring a unique dimension to the AILA Executive Committee. My leadership in media, advocacy,
and the fight against the unauthorized practice of law will add strength and balance to the
executive committee of AILA.

MEDIA

I have been a Radio Broadcaster, TV Host, and News Analyst focusing on immigrants advocacy
at all levels. Through my media work, I have provided media exposure for other leaders of AILA
in order to promote AILA’s messages. As a member of AILA’s Media Committee, I am a designated spokesperson for AILA. This will continue as a member of the executive committee.

ADVOCACY

I have combined my leadership in AILA with leadership in the Latino Community serving as an
AILA Chapter Chair, the Hispanic National Bar Association Immigration Committee Chair and
a trustee of the Mexican American Bar Association, including Chair of the Immigration Committee. I am deeply committed to changing our laws and know that comprehensive change will come
with an alliance between business and immigrant rights groups. I have and will continue to
promote alliances among the immigration stakeholders, provide guidance, and bring leadership
to our committed members involved in grassroots advocacy nationally.

UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF LAW
As the past Chair of the Unauthorized Practice of Law committee, I spearheaded the pamphlet:
“Don’t Be a Victim/No Sea Victima”. This pamphlet has stood the test of time and is used extensively in immigrant communities around the country. UPL takes on many forms and I will continue to promote cooperation and information sharing among our members. I will also continue
to use my media exposure to fight the unauthorized practice of law nationally.

AILA Board of Governors 2002-10
AILA UPL, EOIR, Due Process, Media, Ethics, Governance Committees
Chair, Hispanic National Bar Association Immigration Committee 2007-09
Adjunct Professor, Loyola Law School 2002-Present
Past AILA Chapter Chair, Southern California
Media Legal Expert Telemundo KWHY News, Univision - Los Angeles, CA
11 years Radio Broadcaster reaching millions each week
Litigator, 7 Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals published decisions

