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investigate suspected terrorists. We conducted our evaluation in 
accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards. 

 
State and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) took some actions 
in the summer of 2003 to address the weaknesses identified in our June 
2003 report. State issued new procedures for revoking visas and notifying 
DHS and other agencies of the revocation, and U.S. Customs and Border 
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State uses information in TIPOFF to determine if visa holders may be 
suspected or actual terrorists. When TSC adds individuals in TIPOFF to 
the Department of State’s Consular Lookout and Support System (CLASS), 
it provides a list of these names to Consular Affairs. State officials told us 
that the entry of these names into CLASS and the Interagency Border 
Inspection System (IBIS) should help prevent any of those individuals 



 

 

Page 8 GAO-04-795  Visas Revoked on Terrorism Grounds 

the cable by email that includes the wording of the revocation certificate 

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-04-82
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An ICE official told us that CBP and ICE have different responsibilities 
regarding visa revocations and, as a result, may have different levels of 
sensitivity to information regarding whether individuals with revoked 
visas may be in the country. CBP’s primary responsibility is to post 
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and State will consider such a request in consultation with DHS and the 
Department of Justice. 

 
Since we initiated our inquiry in January 2004, State and DHS have taken 
additional actions to address identified weaknesses in the process. These 
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See comment 2. 
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