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OSUNA, Board Member:

In a decision dated February 22, 2001, an Immigration Judge denied the
respondent’s motion to reopen, in which he alleged ineffective assistance of
prior counsel and sought to pursue an appeal of a previous denial of relief.
The respondent has appealed from that decision.  The appeal will be
dismissed. 

I.  ISSUE

The issue before us is whether an exception to the 30-day time limit for
filing an appeal from a decision of an Immigration Judge can ever be made
based on a claim of ineffective assistance of counsel.  In regard to this
question, the Immigration and Naturalization Service seeks to have us
reexaminereex5Tjque3n,
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support of his appeal, he has submitted a letter from the State Bar of Texas
to his current counsel, stating that the Investigatory Panel of the District
Grievance Committee determined, based on the respondent’s complaint, that
there was just cause to believe that former counsel committed professional
misconduct. 

III.  ANALYSIS

A.  Matter of Lozada

In
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8  We also note that the current regulations governing asylum claims specifically include
ineffective assistance of counsel as a potential exception to the 1-year deadline for filing
asylum applications.  See
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applied to immigration proceedings.  Furthermore, applying the Lozada
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1  The court in Stroe described its own older case law, as well as that from most other circuits,
as
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