




EXECUTIVE�SUMMARY�

With�Congress�once�again�poised�to�consider�comprehensive� immigration�reform,�while�
the� U.S.� economy� remains� mired� in� a� recession� characterized� by� high� levels� of�
unemployment,�a�key�question�confronting� lawmakers� is� to�what�extent� immigration�and�
unemployment� are� related.� � Opponents� of� immigration� reform� frequently� argue� that�
immigrants�“take”� jobs�away� from�many�nativeͲborn�workers,�especially�during�economic�
hard�times.��If�this�is�true,�then�one�would�expect�to�find�high�unemployment�rates�in�those�
parts� of� the� country� with� large� numbers� of� immigrants—especially� immigrants� who� have�
come� to� the� United� States� recently� and,� presumably,� are� more� willing� to� work� � � � ��
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RECENT�IMMIGRANTS�ARE�A�SMALL�PORTION�OF�THE�
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¶ The� number� of� lessͲskilled� Hispanic� immigrants� aged� 18Ͳ40� fell� in� the� last� months� of�
2008.�It�appears�that�this�decline�started�before�the�steep�job�losses�began�in�November�
2008,�which�suggests�that�immigration�is�sensitive�to�labor�demand.�
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