DOBKIN 4/2/2007 10:18:54 AM

THE DIMINISHING PROSPECTS FOR LEGAL
IMMIGRATION:

CLINTON THROUGH BUSH

DONALD S. DOBKIN
I. INTRODUCTION ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiees e 329

329



DOBKIN 4/2/2007 10:18:54 AM

330 ST. THOMAS LAW REVIEW [Vol. 19

your men.”” Looking straight at his commander, he then added, “Am |
making myself clear?”®

The events of that steamy summer morning, twenty-six years ago, left
an indelible impression on the future forty-second President of the United
States and would earmark the beginning of the current cycle of restricting
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adjudication of real applications. Second, they attempt to analyze
immigration purely from a political policy perspective. Unfortunately,
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The HIRIRA, for all intents and purposes, eviscerated the rights of
immigrants to apply for political asylum by giving immigration officers at
ports of entry “the right to summarily deport persons seeking asylum.”*

INS decisions about asylum used to be subject to challenge and review
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